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REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY SITUATION UPDATE



CURRENT FOOD SECURITY SITUATION 

• An estimated 31 million people in 
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda were 
acutely food insecure and in need of 
urgent humanitarian assistance (IPC 
Phase 3+) in February 2021

• Of these, about 12 million were in 
Emergency (IPC Phase 4)

* Significant data gaps with regards to urban food insecurity
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KEY DRIVERS

Extreme weather events
- Erratic and poor rains

- Excessive rains resulting to floods

Conflict and insecurity
- Leading to loss of lives, displacement, loss 

of livelihoods, assets

Macro-economic 

challenges
- Inflation and currency depreciation

- Food access

*

COVID-19
- Socio-economic impacts including 

disruption and loss of livelihoods

- Urban populations hardest hit

Desert locusts
- Roughly one-third of assessed cropping 

households and half of assessed livestock 

rearing households experienced desert-

locust related crop and pasture losses 

respectively
(FSNWG assessment in Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia)

Displacement
-12-9 million displaced persons, including 

8.7 million IDPs and 4.2 million  refugees

- 10-40% food ration cuts affecting their 

food security
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MAM 2021 RAINFALL OUTLOOK

• A wetter than usual season is 

expected over most farming areas 

in the central and southern parts 

of the region

• However, a drier than usual 

season is expected over north-

eastern Ethiopia 
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FORECAST

• An estimated 33 million people 

across Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and 

Uganda are expected to be acutely 

food insecure and in need of 

urgent humanitarian assistance 

(IPC Phase 3+) between March 

and August 2021
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Factors to monitor:

• MAM 2021 performance

• Conflict and insecurity in parts of 
the region

• COVID-19 trends and related 
impacts

• Desert locust invasions

• Shortfalls in humanitarian funding 
– ration cuts to populations in 
need, including refugees



FOOD INSECURITY TRENDS
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• COVID-19 significantly 
increased the number of 
food insecure 
populations. However, 
there is a possibility that 
food security monitoring 
systems were unable to 
comprehensively 
establish the exact 
number, especially at 
the peak of the 
pandemic, partly owing 
to COVID-19 restrictions 



TOWARDS IMPROVED FOOD SECURITY INFORMATION AND FORWARD-

LOOKING EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS

• IGAD and FAO, through funding by the Government of Sweden and the 

Government of Denmark, are in the process of conducting two studies 

examining the strengths and weaknesses of current food security information 

and early warning systems in the IGAD region, as well as examining the 

applicability of predictive food security models currently being developed at 

the global level, to early warning systems in the IGAD region.

• Goal:

oHarmonised and strengthened information and early warning systems

oBetter linkage between food security information and programmatic 

decision making, and anticipatory action 
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INFORMATION MATERIALS




